Administration of cisplatin in three patients with carboplatin hypersensitivity: is skin testing useful?
Carboplatin is a chemotherapeutic agent approved in the first-line setting of numerous malignancies. Hypersensitivity to carboplatin has been reported in up to 44% of patients receiving this antineoplastic agent, usually occurring after several courses of treatment. The aim of this study was to determine the usefulness of skin tests in ruling out cross-reaction to cisplatin to continue platinum-based chemotherapy in patients who are responsive to these agents. Prick tests and intradermal tests with a series of dilutions of carboplatin and cisplatin were performed on three patients who had exhibited medium and severe hypersensitivity reactions to carboplatin. Prick tests were negative in both the antineoplastic agents. Intradermal tests with carboplatin were positive in all three patients and negative with cisplatin. In all patients, the administration of cisplatin instead of carboplatin was well tolerated without the need of premedication. In conclusion, intradermal skin tests can be a useful tool for detecting a potential cross-reaction between platinum salts. It allows safe administration of a different platinum agent in patients who seem to benefit from platinum-based therapy. Discontinuation of chemotherapy, desensitization protocols and steroid premedication can be avoided.